MR. GLADSTONE ON THE ROYAL
SUPREMACY1

MK. GLADSTONE has not disappointed the confidence
of those who have believed of him that when great
occasions presented themselves, of interest to the
Church, he would not be found wanting. A statesman
has a right to reserve himself and bide his time, and
in doubtful circumstances may fairly ask us to trust
his discretion as to when is his time. But there are
critical seasons about whose seriousness there 'can be
no doubt. One of these is now passing over the
English Church. And Mr. Gladstone has recognised
it, and borne himself in it with a manliness, earnest-
ness, and temper which justify those who have never
despaired of his doing worthy service to the Church,
with whose cause he so early identified himself.

The pamphlet before us, to which he has put his

ks on the JR<*yal Supremacy, as if is Defined by Reason^
Hhtoty, and the Constitution. A Letter to the Lord Bishop of
London, by the Right lion. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. for the
University of Oxford. Guardian, loth July 1850.
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